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SUBJECT: TWO EXTREMISTS KILLED BY SECURITY AUTHORITIES IN 
COCHABAMBA 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . SUMMARY: TWO GUERRILLA EXTREMISTS WERE KILLED AND THE 
CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC ORDER OF COCHABAMBA WAS 
WOUNDED IN A CONFRONTATION ON THE AFTERNOON OF SEPT 17, FIVE 
KILOMETERS OUTSIDE OF COCHABAMBA. END SUMMARY 

2. THE INTERIOR MINISTRY ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE ON SEPT 18 CON- 
CERNING THE INCIDENT STATING THAT ITS ANTECEDENTS DATED BACK 
TO JULY 21 WHEN TWELVE EXTREMISTS BELONGING TO THE F.I.N 
(NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY) AND PRT-B (REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS 
PARTY -BOLIVIA) WERE ARRESTED. AT THAT TIME THE AUTHORITIES 
OBTAINED INFORMATION THAT AMONG OTHERS, AN ARGENTINE, LUIS 
STAMPONI, ALIAS "GERARDO" AND AN URUGUYAN, ALBERTO VIROSTA, 
ALIAS "GTT.I.F." WERE IN HIDING IN BOLIVIA. ACCORDING TO THE 
COMMUNIQUE, A SECURITY INVESTIGATION LEG AUTHORITIES TO A SAFE- 
HOUSE IN COCHABAMBA WHERE A SHOOTOUT BEGUN BY THE EXTREMISTS 
OCCURRED ON SEPT 17. VIROSTA, A MEMBER OF THE URUGUYAN 
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THE REGIONAL PRT-B IN COCHABAMBA WERE KILLED DURING THE OPERA- 
TION. THE SECURITY FORCES SEIZED A TRUCK. ARMS, AMMUNITION, 
DOCUMENTS, PAMPHLETS AND PRINTING EQUIPMENT. THE COMMUNIQUE 
ALSO NOTED THAT AN INVESTIGATION WAS CONTINUING TO DISCOVER 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF STAMPONI AND OTHER ELEMENTS OF HIS GROUP. 

3. THE SEPT 23 ISSUE OF THE LA PAZ DAILY, HOY, REPORTS THAT 

A NUMBER OF PERSONS INCLUDING UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED 
IN COCHABAMBA LAST WEEKEND AS A RESULT OF THE SEPT 17 ENCOUNTER. 
THE DAILY STATES THAT INTERIOR MINISTRY SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED 
THAT ARRESTS WERE MADE, BUT CLAIM THAT MOST OF THOSE DETAINED 
WERE RELEASED AFTER MAKING THEIR DECLARATIONS. SEVERAL OTHERS 
WHO WERE NOT NAMED ARE SUPPOSEDLY STILL BEING HELD WHILE THE 
INVESTIGATION CONTINUES. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

4. COMMENT: BOLIVIAN SECURITY FORCES APPEAR TO HAVE THE 
SITUATION UNDER CONTROL, WITH WHAT IS LEFT OF THE EXTREMIST 
GROUPS VERY MUCH ON THE RUN. MINISTER OF INTERIOR PEREDA IS 
EXHIBITING SUFFICIENT CONFIDENCE TO CLAIM THAT THE LAST STRONG- 
HOLDS OF THE EXTREMISTS IN BOLIVIA HAVE BEEN LIQUIDATED BY 
GOVERNMENT FORCES. THIS MAY BE SOMEWHAT OF AN EXAGGERATION 
BUT THE SITUATION DOES SEEM TO BE UNDER CONTROL AT THIS 
MOMENT. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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